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skill the Russian" hordes " had been utterly destroyed by
a small and disciplined army pledged to shed its last
drop of blood in defence of its home soiL Indeed, in its
moral effects, the battle of Tannenberg may be quite
fitly compared with the ancient battle of Marathon*
Later research has shown in each case that the great
battle was not so very wonderful after all; but later
research has never been able to destroy the ultimate
effects of a revulsion of feeling which at the time was like
a revelation ; Marathon proved that the Persian Empire,
and Tannenberg that the Russian, were but clumsy
colossi after alL

From Tannenberg we may trace a straight line to

^ Brest Litovsk*   Tannenberg showed that Russia was not

invincible;   Brest Litovsk showed her helpless;   and

44 the Russian peril is over for ever/' cried the man in the

street*

Was it so, indeed ? Or did Germany very soon begin
to realise that a country beaten militarily may revenge
itself in spiritual ways ? The wretched Russian moujik
fled ; deserted by the moujik the Russian negotiator had
perforce to give way; but the Russian pamphlet had
come to stay*

The Russian pamphlet came ; it was universal.and all
pervading; we have seen it bursting forth from the
Embassy bags* Russian propaganda was in Germany
conducted by the best propagandist on whom the Bol-
sheviks could lay hand, Karl Radek, " this insignificant